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POquen Madonna is
her London home on

buying it because of security
fears. The star, who was
flying into the capital
yesterday, will stay in rented
‘accommodation rather than
the house that cost her
£3.7million in Tregunter
Road, Chelsea. She put the
property on the market for
‘£4million after advisers said it
was not safe o live there

Gun charges
A WOMAN walked free from
court yesterday after charges
‘against her connected with a
plot to smuggle guns into
Ireland from the US were
dropped. Jacquel
Meclntyre, 33, fmm Spldd:l
was charged with'possession
of three Ruger-. 357 Magnum
revolvers, three Glock semi-
automatic pistols and 120
rounds of ammunition on July
27 last year. The Director of
Public Prosecutions decided
the charges should be
withdrawn.
School shake-up
SWITCHING to a five-term
school year could provide the
opportunity to put some fun
back into education, an expert
said yesterday. Former
Labour MP and university
principal Chris Price said a
new summer term could be
devoled to the “art, culture
and creativity” which had
been squeezed out of the
curriculum. He'is heading a
commission examining &
shake-up of the three-term
year in English schools.

Cocaine charge
THE case against a detective
charged with the possession
of cocaine at a nightclub was
adjourned yesterday.
Detective Constable Mark
Parfitt, 31, is also accused of
stealing 13.8g of the dru

from the Metropolitan Police.
He was arrested last
December in Kingston upon
‘Thames, London, and charged
with possession of the class A
drug. The officer is on bail
and is now due before the
court on February 8.

Names wanted

CHILDREN have been asked
to name three police dog
cadets - which were specially
bred for their role. The trio,
o bitches and a dog. were

born as a result of the
Nortumbo Polce dog
breeding and ment

programme. potce dog

handlers have appealed to
local schoolchildren o help
them name the pups.

Radio relaunch

'COMMERCIAL radio station
Talk Radiois to be relaunched
irst dedicated

il gt e et Moy,
with four shows hosted

England football coach Kevin
Keegan. Talk Radio chief
executive Kelvin MacKenzie
said it would capitalise on the
“uplifting” feeling sport gave
people.

Church schools
THE Church of England is
aiming to expand the number
of church schools. It aims to
‘double the number of church
secondary schools - there are
under 200. The aim was set
out by the Church Schools
Review Group.

Factory jobs go
'MORE than 470 jobs are to be
lost at a Michelin Tyre
factory. The workforce of
2,700 at the Stoke site were
told that 473 jobs would be
lost by the end olme yur At
the same time, the y
announced an £1 Imlllmn
investment to update

Scotland to get new 60-mile walking trail

THE winding trail straddling
the borders between
Perthshire and Angus through
which bands of rans or
Highland brigands raided
is to be res-

tred on Blairgowrie, using ex-

isting paths, minor roads and
time- honoured walks which
will take five days to com-
plm
For 400 years, the caterans
brought fear, fire and sword
and introduced the eu-
phemism blackmail to the lex-
icon of the Southern
Hif ds.

They were answerable only
to their own chieftains north

of Braemar and raided deep

and
Angus, pillaging rival clan set-
tlements and carrying off
whatever they could steal.

rt form of
mediaeval extortion - offering
written protection against
raids on the herds of black
cattle raised on southern
meadows — which passed into

everyday language as black-

Perth and Kinross Coun-
tryside Trust and Angus
Council have invested more
than £50,000 to establish and
develop the trail which it is
hoped will attract thousands
of walkers and a cash boost to
the local economy.

An Independ:m company

and promote the trail around
the world and to pmvh‘le a
central booking servi

recent years. Almost half of all
tourists coming to Scotland on
acivly holidays participate in

The West Highland
Way nnncls 35,000" hikers
each’ year, who spend £240

The Scottish Landowners’
Federation, criticised for what
has been believed to be a less
than welcoming mnce to-
wards ramblers, has
volved ‘- the Cateran Trail
from an early stage.
Spokesman lan Crombie
said well-planned, responsible
public access could be inte-
grated with farm and estate

has been created to market

during their trek.

activities.

Drink-driver gets five
years after fatal crash

B Ruari Matheson ... “

grossly intoxicated”

A RUGBY player was jailed for five years
yesterday after his drink-driving following a
iraditional Boing Day fstur ended in th death
of a1

Ruart Maheson drank beer, portand white rum
during an eight-hour binge at a social function in

. 2 Highland hotel following an Old versus Young

| on crash that killed 19-year-old Kevin St

malch saged by the Siye and Lochalsh club
But although he was almost four times the
arinkedrive Tt Matheson, 31, decided o get in
his Peugeot car and drive causing a horrific head-
toddart.
Lord Jusic Clrk, Lord Cullen, told im
: “Parliament has

at the High Court in Edinburgl

* made it quite clear that to cause me death of a

by Uriving carelessly while the. driver is
it through drink is an extremely serious

™ The judge pointed out that- Matheson had
continued drinking until 11.20pm following the
fugby game before setting out to dri

Tord Cullen said: 1t is plain that at the time of
the accident you were grossly intoxicated and you
should have plainly realised you were in no fit
state to drive long before you left the hotel.”

He said that although it was likely Mr Stoddart
was ot wearing a seatbelt, the force of impact
meant he would not have survived the crash in any
case. The judge said he was satisfied he had to

a “substantial” period of lmpnsonmenl

impose
: -nd also banned Matheson from driving for 10

e self-cmployed builder of the Old School
House, Kilillan, near , in Ross-shire, earlier
admitted causing v.he dum of Mr Stoddart on
December 26 in 1998 through careless driving
while unfit to drlve through drink. He drove at
‘excessive speed and failed to keep the vehicle
* under proper control leading to it crossing into the
opposllc carriageway on the Invergarry to Skye

M: Stoddart, of Quoyloo, Inverinate, in Ross-
:nue, was a front-seat passenger in a car which

n's y ith. The youth
Jegained conscid after the crash and
shortly afterwands )ﬁgm cxlenslve chest
Fwo

multiple W onr. dev:loped

wmhmdlhanmAwnMWml

: ok 18-month mvmg ban in August 1998 which

after he failed (o provide a specimen
o poliée. On the day of the fatal crash he had
travelled to Kyle to take part in the rugby match
which was followed by a function.

Advocate Depute Calum MacNill said he was
seen consuming beer, Bacardi and port and others
at the function assumed he would be going home
by taxi or getting a lift

B Kevin Stoddart
... crash victim

But shortly before midnight it v/as noticed that
his car was missing from the hotel car park.

Mr Stoddart had also gone out for the evening
with friends, but one of them, lain Fraser, I8,
stuck to soft drinks as he was acting as the
designated driver. They were heading for Kyle to
attend a dance when they met Matheson’s car
travelling on the wrong side of 3

Mr Stoddart shouted a waming and Mr Fraser
was faced with swerving into a stone wall or
veering in the other direction in the hope that the
cars would pass each other on the wrong side of
the road.

Mr MacNeill said: “He swerved to the nghl and
as he did so Matheson swerved 1o his left . . . and
there was a head-on collision.”

Matheson had to be cut from the wreckage of
his car by firemen. He was later asked if he had
been driving and replied: “I think it was me. |
don't remember anythin

Defence counsel Edward, Targowski said that
on the day of the rugby match Matheson had
driven his car to Kyle intending to leave it there
and-get a lift home.

“But having consumed so much drink he very
spidly and tragically took the car and drove,” he
said. “He fully accepts his guilt and responsibility
in this mmer He lives in the area and intends to
return to the area and will have contact with
people.involved in the crash and indeed with the
family of the deceased.”

School sex scandal sparks review call

A CALL was made yesterday for a
review of the way a scandal-hit military
school is run amid fears unruly pupils
are wasting taxpayers’ money.

Prestigious Queen Victoria School at
Dunblane, which caters for children of
servicemen and women, costs the Min-
istry of Defence more than £3million a
year to run.

Butin the past few years the 92-year-
old establishment's proud reputation
has been tamnished by a series of
incidents including under-age drinking.
shoplifting, bullying and sexual as-
saults.

In the latest incident, five pupils.

boys and two girls aged 16 and
17, were expelled after being found
having sex in a dormitory. Another girl
was suspended. It is the first case of its

Concerned politicians and Govern-
ment officials are now keen to find
alternative ways of funding the school,
which has 270 pupils.

The ' MoD is looking for “radical and
imaginative ideas” to fund the school
after undertaking a review last year.

An ‘Army spokeswoman yesterday
confirmed the  expulsions had " taken
place.

She said: “This resulted from the
discovery of inappropriate_behaviour
on school premises. In the interests of
the pupils and their families. the school
is not prepared to go into any further
personal details.”

MSP- Lyndsay McIntosh, Conser-
vative deputy home affairs
spokeswoman, was shocked by the
spate of incidents.

She said: “They should be con-

things like this, heaven forbid. These
children are supposed to be among the
cream of the count

Queen Victoria School was founded
in 1908 to commemorate victims of
wars in South Africa and is for children
of servicemen who are serving or have
served in the Royal Navy, Royal Air
Force or Army.

It was built through public sub-
scription- and caters for 270  pupils,
mclndmg 57 girls, between the ages of
10 and

Palmm ‘of the school include Prince
Philip and the Earl of Airlie.

But incidents involving unruly se-
nior pupils in the last nine years have
tamnished the school's reputation.

In August last year, five senior pupils

suspended for a week after a
ion soon after the start of

Two 17-year-old boys were also
escorted back from a trip to Brisbane,
Australia, with the pipe band and rugby
team after they broke a strict curfew
and stayed out all night.

And two girls were sent home from
a Duke of Edinburgh Award trip 0
Fort William after disrupting
reunw campers and stealing con-
dom:

In March. last year, a_|4-year-old
pupil was caught selling cut-price al-
cohol to teachers after smuggling spi
its into the school.

Four years ago another 14-year-old
boy was expelled afer he stabbed a
fellow pupil in the leg, and in 1994
police Taunched an inquiry into claims
a girl had been sexually assaulted by
three of the pupils.

In 1991, letters were sent to parents

buildings and equipment.

kind since girls were accepted in
1996.

centrating on exams instead of doing

of 57 pupils informing them of in-

cidents of alleged bullying in the
hool.

Headmaster Brian Raine said the
school had taken a strong line after
pupils broke their code of conduct.

He said: “The school's Guide to Life
in the Community is very specific on
personal relationships within the school
and the vast majority of pupils abide by
the criteria.

“Because we take such a pride in the
school we felt we had to act severely in
this instance. This type of behaviour
has not been repeated since.”

Dunblane East councillor Ann Dick-
son said the pupils were normally an
example 10 the school.

She added: “The pupils pass my
window all the time and 1 always make
sure | compliment them on the way
they are tumned out. | am sure it is a
temporary blip."
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Man questioned over
schoolgirl’s murder

A 22-YEAR-OLD man was being ques-
tioned last night by detectives on sus-
picion of the murder of sixth-former
Victoria Hall.

Police investigating Miss Hall's death
were also questioning a man and woman
in their 20s on suspicion of conspiracy to
pervert the course of justice.

Miss Hall, 17, vanished while walking
from a nightclub in Felixstowe, Suffolk,
to her home in nearby Trimley St Mary,
in the early hours of Sunday, September
19. Her naked body was found in a ditch
25 miles away, at Creeting St Peter,
Suffolk, five days later.

Police are not certain how she died,
but believe she may have been as-

phyxiated. A police spokesman said a 22-
year-old man was arrested at his home on
the outskirts of Felixstowe on suspicion
of murder early yesterday.

Ataround the same time, a 21-year-old
woman from Trimley St Mary was ar-
rested in_Ipswich on suspicion of con-
spiracy to pervert the course of justice.

Later, a 23-year-old man from Trimley
St Mary was also arrested on suspicion of
conspiracy to pervert the course of jus-
lice. The three suspects have not been
named.

A 21-year-old Ipswich man was re-
leased without charge shortly ~before
Christmas after twice being questioned
about Miss Hall's murder.

Businessman killed
during burglary

A BUSINESSMAN was murdered yes-
terday during a bungled burglary at
his holiday home on a golf course in
southern Spain.

Eric Robinson, 65, from Willaston,
Cheshire, was hit over
the head in a struggle with an intruder
after his wife raised the alarm at their
villa near Marbella in the early
hours.

Mr Robinson, who ran the precision
engineering firm FE _Robinson on
Merseyside, had suffered another bur-
glary recently when his wife, Doreen,
Who was known as Sammy, had her
bag stolen.

In yesterday’s incident the thiel

broke in through a kitchen window,
the only window without bars on it at
the bungalow the couple bought last
September on the Los Naranjos Golf
Course. Mr Robinson’s mother, Sarah,
was also staying with the couple at the
bungalow.

Unconfirmed reports said the bur-
glar demanded money in English, call-
ing into question the intruder’s
nationality.

Mr Robinson had been visiting
Spain more frequently recently afterg
a heart bypass operation 2'/; years
ago. His family, Incluﬂing dnughm
Yvonne and friends, were said to
devastated yesterda)

Holocaust

CCONTROVERSIAL historian David Irv-
ing was branded a liar yesterday as he
started his High Court libel action over a
claim that he was a Holocaust denier.

‘The 62-year-old-was author of Hitler's
War and Goebbels: Mastermind of the
Third Reich. He claims that Penguin
Books and_academic Deborah Lipstadt
were_part of an organised international
endeavour (o destroy his career.

He says that the waves of hatred
generated by their book, Denying the
Holocaust: The Growing Assault on
Truth and Memory, had robbed him of

books branded lies as libel denied

financial security for the future, Penguin
and Professor Lipstadt, holder of the
Dorot Chair in Moden Jewish and
Holocaust Studies at Emory University
in Atlanta, Georgia, deny libel and plead
sstification.
Their counsel, Richard Rampton, QC.
told Mr Justice Gray, who is hearing the
case without a jury: “Mr Irving calls
himself a historian. The truth is, how-
ever, that he is not a historian at all, but a
falsifier ofhlstory To put it bluntly, he is
: , all forms of lying
converge into a <mgle definition: wilful,

-

deliberate mis-statement of the facts.”

Counsel continued: “Mr Irving has
used many different means to- falsify
history: invention, misquotation, sup-
pression, distortion, manipulation and —
not least — mistranslation.

“But all these techniques have the
same ultimate effect: falsification of the
wuth . . . Mr Irving is nowadays a
Holocaust denier.

“By this | mean that he denies that the
Nazis planned and carried out the sys-
tematic murder of millions of Jews, in
particular — though by no means. ex-

clusively - by the use of homicidal gas
chambers, and in particular ~ though by
no means exclusively - at Auschwitz.”

Earlier, Mr Irving, who is representing
himself, had said he intended to show
that, far from being a Holocaust denier.
he had repeatedly drawn attention o
major aspects of the Holocaust, had
described them, and had selflessly pro-
vided historical documents, both o
scholars and the general public, of which
they had been previously unaware

The hearing, which is estimated 1o last
12 weeks. was adjourned until today.

]

Violent
‘leather’
attacker

alert

A VIOLENT intruder with a
leather fixation has struck for an
cighth time during a terrifying
campaign against_professional

women alone at home, police
said yesterday.

e man is thought o stalk
his victims before launching in-
creasingly violent attacks as he
tries to exert his control over the
women, officers believe.

The auacker specially selects
his well-dressed victims, who
include sccretaries and members

keeps them under surveillance
before striking. All of the at-
tacks have been carried out in
south-east London since last
September and the man has
demanded “trophies” of leather
trousers, purses and gloves from
the terrified women.

One of his victims told how
she had become too scared to
use a vacuum cleaner in case it
drowned out the sound of an
intruder breaking into her home.
The 42-year-old woman had just
got in through her front door
when the man ordered her to
hand over a glove and her

purse.
“He was fairly calm but in-
sistent upon what he wanted. At
one point he hit me a couple of
times because 1 couldn't give
him what he was asking for - |
didn’t have my purse on me.”

Neighbours

She managed to escape to
neighbours 1o raise the alarm
but said she had completely
changed since the attack

Some of the victims, aged
from their 20s to their 50s, are
thought to have been followed
as they walked home alone from
railway stations after work.

In the latest attack last night,
a 50-year-old woman was con-
fronted on the stairs of her home
in Catford by a man dressed in
black with a stocking mask over
his face. He broke in via a
downstairs flat, then grabbed the
woman, demanding her leather
gloves and shoulder bag.

Detective Chief Inspector
Phil Fitzgerald, who is heading
the inquiry, said: “It’s about
power, control and violence
which suggests there might be a
more sifiister motive.3s.1o why
he's terrorising these women

“He has made no sexual adr
vances at tfie” mome
has made. no_threats cansc
someone serious_injury. But
since the start of this Series, the
lence has increased.”

Victims described the at-
tacker as about 5ft 9ins tall, slim
and with a soft London accent.

Anyone with ' information
should call the incident room
0181 284 7643 or Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111

Firms in
talks over
unused
oil blocks

GOVERNMENT plans to press
oil firms to develop unused
blocks could boost prospective

work for Barmac, an MP
claimed last night.
Inverness East,

Lochaber Labour MP, David
Stewart welcomed a review of
“fallow blocks and discoveries™
announced by Energy Minister
Helen Liddell.

And he revealed that he is
meeting BP Scotland president
Alan Jones 1o press the com-
pany to advance its develop-
ment plans during  continuing
round of talks with oil firm
designed to dmm up Dusiness
for the offshore construction
yard.

Mr Stewart has so far seen
senior executives of Shell, Tex-
aco and Conoco and will be
holding discussions with Tal-
isman and British Gas

The review was disclosed in
reply (0 a question put down in
the Commons by Mr Stewart on
Government policy towards oil
and gas companics which hold
fallow fields in the UK con-
tinental shelf.

Mrs Liddell said it is to
encourage exploration and de-
velopment on the UKCS while
allowing licence groups the op-
tion of which discoveries are
brought to development

She added: “They are en-
couraged o relinquish any
acreage considered unprospec-
tive or non-commercial.

“A review of fallow blocks
and discoveries is under way.”

‘Companies are being urged to
use a computerised marketing
information service for trading
in unwanted blocks — with roll-
over tax relief available to post-
ponc any tax liabilitie

Mr Stewart sai “1 will be
asking whal developments BP
have that could be brought for-
ward and what issues there are
which Mr Jones thinks we
should be doing more on.”

Job losses of around 3,300
were announced in November
for the yards at Nigg and Arder-
sier unless Barmac win more
work by April
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