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Human cargo dead
UNITED STATES: Three people have
shi pgod‘oundm fr m""
i to om ong,
known deaths in a series of
similar attempts by immigrants (o
illegally enter the United
Fifteen people who survived thc
journey, all men in their 20s and 30s
from China, were inside the same
container on the freighter Cape May.

Anger over tycoon
NEW ZEALAND: Justice Minister Phil
Goff has called for an inquiry after a
US billionaire who smuggled
cannabis into ti

kept secret by a district court judge.
The insurance tycoon has been
named in US media as Peter Lewis,
66, an insurance company boss.

He was arrested when he flew into
Auckland to watch the America’s
Cup races and admitted possessing a
small amount of cannabis.

Space station setback
RUSSIA: In a major setback for the
International Space Station, the
launch of a key Russian module will
be delayed yet again after flaws were
detected in a booster rocket.

The launch of the module will not be
possible until August, said a
spokesman for the Energia Company
which built the module.

Ahern learns lessons
SOUTH AFRICA: Irish Prime Minister
Bertie Ahern arrived in the country
with a trade delegation and turned
his attention to the raehllv divided
and iu‘pobmhl lessons for
Northern Ireland.

Honmwmubolbd.i“md
planned visits to Irish-funded
projects.

Mother’s triple joy .
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. Arcelia Garcia, 54, holds her three new daughters, from left, Arianna, Brianna and CeCelia at
Memorial Hospital in Vaklma. Washington State, USA.

Outcry as Pinochet is
declared unfit for trial

By PA News reporter

A DECISION by Home
Secretary Jack Straw declaring
General Augusto Pinochet too
sick to stand trial drew praise
from the former Chilean
dictator’s supporters today.

But there was criticism from
opponents, who promised to continue
efforts to try Pinochet for alleged
human rights abuses.

The 84-year-old has been in Britain
since he was arrested on a Spanish
warrant for violations committed
during his 17-year rule in Chile.

The governments of Chile and
Spain both appeared unlikely to get
involved in the ruling, which could
bring an end to Pinochet’s 15-month
battle against being extradited

But in Chile. lawyer Enrique
Santiago said he would request that

. 9 .

Dictator’s reign condemned by the world

THE horrific human rights power in a bloody coup, The following year a UN

abuses of General Augusto the United Nations passed working committee

Pinochet’s regime have Resolution 3448. concluded that the cases of
n widely cond dby  This ised a torture should be

the international community  deliberate policy of torture, prosecuted by the

over a long period. ill-treatment and arbitrary international community

In 1975, two years after the  arrest by Pinochet's as crimes against

career soldier came to security services. humanity.

the Spanish National Court ask
British prosecutors for a new medical
examination if Pinochet was released
on health grounds.

Pinochet's younger daughter,
Jacqueline, said the family were
“extremely happy”

She added her father had been in
bed in recent days, and upon
returning to Chile “he will go straight
to the Military Hospital.”

But Mireya Garcia, vice president
of the Organisation of Relatives of
Missing Detainees, a group dedicated
to dissidents who disappeared after
being arrested under the Plnoch«.l
dictatorship. called the ruling *
terrible blow™

“We believe that although
Pinochet is indeed very old and has
problems, he was in shape to stand
trial,” she said

The British Government said a
medical team which examined
Pinochet unanimously agreed that he
was 100 ill to face trial, and that Mr
Straw felt he should not allow Pinochet
to be extradited

But it said he would not make a
decision until hearing arguments from
parties to the case

Supporters at the private Pinochet
Foundation were joyful, but cautious.

War historian ‘a

CONTROVERSIAL historian David
Irving has been branded a liar as he
launched his High Court libel action
over a claim he was a “Holocaust
denier”.

The 62-year-old author of Hitler’s

lis;r’, court told

“vandalise™ his legitimacy as a
historian.

He says that the “waves of hatred”
generated by their book, Denying the
Holocaust: The Growing Assault on
Truth and Memory, had robbed him

War and Goebbel. ind of the
Third Reich claims Penguin Books
and academic Deborah Lipstadt were
part of “an organised international
endeavour” to his career and

of fii ial security for the future.

Penguin and Professor Lipstadt
deny libel and plead justification.
The case continues.

French truckers call off protesf

FRENCH hauliers this morning called
off their protest which stranded
thousands of British lorry drivers at
French borders for two days.

The move follows progress in talks
on fuel prices and working hours with
government officials in Paris.

The breakthrough will be welcomed
at the blocked border crossings where
British and other fotelp vehicles have
been stuck in long, stationary lines.

It will also soothe France's
neighbours

The European Union’s executive
arm, the European Coommission, had
threatened France with legal action if
it did not take sufficient measures to
ensure the free flow of goods across
borders.

The truck owners were protesting
against a 30 per cent rise in diesel
prices over the last year.
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