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Safety
first for
pork
—Doran

bt David Perry

HOTELIERS and caterers
across Scotland were urged last
mght to follow public author-
ities in the North-east — and buy
only bacon and pork satisfying
the standards met in Scotland.

The call came from Aberdeen
Central Labour MP Frank
Doran. A survey of public bod-
ies in and around the city had
shown that they insist on pig-
meat from the United Kingdom
or sources that comply with
Brilish standards

Mr Doran established that
Grampian University Hospitals
receive supplies from Scottish
Health Care. It in turn buys meat
complying with the Scottish Pig
Industry Initiative

Humane
Aberdeen University's bacon
and pork come from Campbell's
Prime Meat. The latter's policy
is to buy Scottish pigmeat. It

produced from sources applying
the same rules on humane con-
ditions and feed that apply to
UK farmers.

The MP said Aberdeen City
Council's suppliers have 10
abide by the SPII guidelines.

Mr Doran spoke as the crisis
facing pig farmers in the North
East deepened. He said: “These
bodies are setting an example
which 1 would like to see other
areas of industry throughout
Scotland follow.

“Other bulk purchasers like
hotels and restaurants should do
the same.”

The farmers claim they are
being undercut by cheap im-
ports. Those come from coun-
ties in Europe where farmers do
not follow the same humane
practices required by law in

Protection
standards
adopted

CHILD protection i Aherdeen
Al have 1 meet formal ~tn

lards wtradied By the oty
comncil

A document adopted by the
council’s policy and strategy

carlier this week sets out the

standards social work  staff
should meet in child-abuse
cases.

Social work director Peter
Cassidy said: "It is our re-
sponsibility to aim for the high-
est possible standards in this
sensitive area of work and this
best-practice document is in-
tended to ensure that is
achieved.

“Most of the elements of the
document are already well-es-
tablished practice in Aberdeen,
but it is of great value in setting
out a clear and consistent frame-

SCOTTISH Health Minister Susan
Deacon said yesterday that Scotland’s
flu outbreak was expected to peak this
week before tailing off. The political
temperature, however, continued o
i

se.
In a statement 1o the Scottish Par

in which the illness had been handled

Her reiterated de
was immediate
position eritics

Scottish  National Party shadow
health minister Kay Ullrich again ac
cused me health minister of hungling

card more complacency
md \nll more self-congratulation.” she
said

“And still no crisis: everybody’s out

enial of complacency
countered by Op.

some humility and accept that the NHS
is coping hecause the NHS staff are
prepared to work hack-to-back shifts
and retired nurses are preparcd to come
in and help

Tory health spokeswoman Mary
Scanlon told the Parliament she had
written 1o the health minister 10 times
since June asking what provisions had
been made to cope with the winter

M Deacon had said: “Our scientific
and medical advisers expect the out-
break 10 peak during the course of the
next week or so and begin to tail off
thercafter.

“In’ practical terms. whether clas-
sified as an epidemic or not. xm
consequences of this flu outbres
i wora seen in Scoland fo a decade.
Despite the exceptional pressures. the

this year.

FUNERAL bookings have risen
by about 30% compared with
ing time last year
as the flu outbreak takes its
toll.
The crisis has seen funeral
directors” at their busiest for
years. Aberdeen Crematorium is
working to capacity and fam-
illies facing an extended wait for

s.

Phil Edwards, spokesman for
the Co-operative Funeral Ser-
vice, which has branches across
Scotland said: “Demand is high
throughout Scotland.” Flu was a
contributing factor, adding to
the backlog of funerals due to
the holidays.

William Bruce, support ser-
vices manager of Gordon and
Watson, funeral directors, in
Aberdeen’s Rosebank Place.
said it had been an exceptional
few weeks.

He said. “We are trying our
best to look after each family in

| Certamly

the proper dignified manner. It
has been the busiet two or three-
week period for a year”

Away from the city. fun
directors reported they had been
busy but no more than ex
pected.

Eddic Wilson. of James M-
Donald Funeral Directors in
Stonehaven, said: “This time of
year does tend 1o hring a rise in
numbers T wouldn't say it has
feen any husier than ey
the D is taking s

wi
Aileen Burgess. a partner in
Burgess and Son in Ellon. said it
had been busy but they were
coping
‘Aberdeen City Council said
the crematorium a1 Hazlchead
was working to capacity
iies had 10, wait Four 1o five
days for a funeral. The normal
period is two 10 three days.
aret Dow, vice president
of the National Association of
Allied Independent Funeral Di-
rectors, said that undertakers
throughout Scotland were hav-
ing to cope with an increased
workload from flu deaths.
“Funeral directors are always
busy in January, because of the

of step but our Susan. Will she show

30% rise on last
New Year figure

of this backlog and also due to
the flu.

“There's a problem trying to
get crematorium times at the
moment. Crematoriums are
working as hard s they can to
deal with the numbers.” Abe
deen Royal Infirmary has s
using a refrigerated lorry as a

mporary morgue to cope with
flu-related deaths.
A spokesman said the prob-
lem was added 10 by the fact
that " burial
matocium wite closed oy five
days over the festive period.

Other hospitals have had (0
bring in ref wnits (o use
as flu-deaths rise. ART had one
on-site already.

The flu crisis has begun to

gent
being resumed at
Royal Infirmary

postponed
Last week. the main acute
postponed  non-urgent
admissions for a week
and elective medical ulmisions
for two weeks 0 cope with
increasing admissions
The hospital revealed last
night that admissions had been
steadily decreasing from a high
of 61 last Tuesday to 35 yes-
terday
A spokesman sand the hos
pital elt contident w relax the
Tempon

Aberdeen

surgieal perations
would be performed agan ax
quickly as possible.
The ban on elective medical
admissions 1 stll in place
The hospital is still struggling
with in-patient totals, A 12-bed
py unit is hous-

outbreak

NHS s coping

ices

Epidemic will peak this week — minister

“Let me assure you there is no

complacency, either in this executive of

in the NHS. We can always improve
“The problems caused by illness and flu
will not go away quickly. It will take
some weeks for the outhreak o subside
even if the number of new cases is now

at s peak
But this is a situation to be man

aged, not a crisis to be manufactured.”
she declared

Flu puts pressure on

funeral serv too

Pensioner death

. | undetected

THE death of a pensioner
found in a hospital changing
cubicle five hours after he
was thought to have gone
home was under investigation
yesterday. The 78-year-old
was found by staff tidying up
at Pinderfields Hospital in
Wakefield, West Yorkshire.

Worst non-singer

THE Queen has been declared
afashion frump by an
American dress designer who
uses no forename. Mr
Blackwell's annual worst-
dressed-women list featured
Her Majesty in third place
Cher was top and Celine Dion
second.

THE Government's school
admissions regulator
yesterday came under attack

W Rita Jappy celebrates her win with Ernest Duckett

Gordons
just the
ticket
for Rita

Iy Michael Howie

A WOMAN whose brother
served in the Gordon High-
landers for 20 years picked
up £750 last night for winning
the regimental museum’s an-
nual raffle.

Rita Jappy, of Alness Cres-
cent, Fraserburgh, was
handed the cheque at the

berdeen museum after the
winning ticket was drawn last
month — on her 40th birth-
day.

Mrs Jappy's brother, Ed-
ward Irvine, left the army last
year after two decades with
the Gordon Highlanders.

Part of that time was spent
playing the trombone with
the regiment's brass band.
Mr Irvine now manages @
branch of the car spares
chain. Halford's. near FEd-
inburgh.

Delighted Mrs  Jappy.
classroom assistant at L
ots Primary School

in
Fraserburgh, was presented

with her prize by Ernest

Duckett and fan Lockhart. of
donors T

Investment

nt.
s now planning to
spend the money on a special
gift for her family.

to get that first,” she said.

““We need a new printer for
out computer, so we are going

in the English High Court.
Peter Downes was accused of
acting unlawfully and
unreasonably when he
ordered three secondary
schools to cut by up to half
the number of pupils to be
selected on the basis of
academic tests. The London
borough of Wandsworth's
application for judicial review
continues today.

Retreat

TV actress Lynda Bellingham
has said that a spell ina
nunnery helped her rediscover
God and come to terms with
the trauma of her marriage
break-up. The 51-year-old
actress spent a week at an
Episcopalian retreat in
California while filming a
one-off programme for ITV
just weeks before the court
case which saw her former
husband, ltalian Nunzio
Peluso. convicted of
harassing her.

Store go-ahead

PLANS 1o store potentially
BSE-infected meat and bone

al in a bam a1 a

| Licetmstite Migewere

| gvent Jall-clear by the |
| High Court in London

| vesterdiny A judge rejected o
| move by Rosemnary Tumbul)
| ot Staunn Road. Blywn, tor
| pernussion 1o chilieng
| decision of the Government s
| Environment Agency

) Probe demand

4

ing 17 patients with the hdp of
two theatre recovery are.

“The flu epidemic claimed the
life of a Callander man. it was
revealed yesterday.

Retired bricklayer David
Hoggan_died suddenly at his
home, Fairhill, in Main Street.
Callander, on Sunday night

Mr Hoggan, 77. had fallen ill
with the virus three days carlier.
despite trying desperately 10

Chemical tanker in road alert

A CHEMICAL tanker was at the centre of a
drama in Caithness carly yesterday when it
left the road en route 10 the atomic plant at

Dounreay.

Emergency scrvices raced to the scene

A836 Thurso-Reay

road. Driver Owen
Sheridan had been on a regular run with a
load of liquid nitrogen from the company’s
base in Glasgow, bound for the defunct
prototype fast reactor.

Mr Sheridan, in his mid-30s. from Cum-
bernauld, escaped shaken but unhurt after

Dounreay.

with Achreamie — less than a mile from

Police and two fire tenders from Thurso
were joined by members of the UK Con-
stabuiary at Dounreay after the accident was
reported at 8.10am.

The lorry ended with its two near-side

work to allow good practice to | Christmas and New Year back- avoid contact with anyone who | after learning that the BOC tanker had gone the lorry veered on to the soft near-side wheels embedded in the ditch, but with its
take place.” log. 1 think we are busy because  might be carrying the bug. into a ditch within a mile of the site on the verge and into the ditch near the junction load of liquid nitrogen intact.
MSPs told| Historian denies million
storian aenies 10ns
The Press and Journal :
Roadshow to retain

The Press and Journal has teamed
up with Hermesetas to give readers
the chance to “better”
Now that we're all back at work
after our New Year break, some of
us are beginning to regret those
Christmas and Millennium
indulgences. It's time to start
thinking of shifting those extra
pounds and Hermesetas Sweeteners
can help.

Hermesetas produces two types of
sweeteners, Hermesetas Original:
the classic saccharin sweetener
which is available in tablet and
liquid form, and Hermesetas Gold. a
luxury sweetener available as a
tablet or granulated product. Pop a
tablet instead of sugar in your tea or
coffee and sprinkle the granulated
(which comes with an easy to use
sprinkle top) on grapefruit,
strawberries or your breakfast
cereal. It's perfect to use in cooking
and baking too.

To receive your free jar of

their lifestyle.

Her

Gold Granul:

Sweetener come along

to Superdrug,

Bon Accord Centre, Aberdeen
on Saturday, January 15,
from 10am onwards and

purchase the P&]

The Press md Fournal

poinding
ABOLISHING poindings and
warrant sales will make it much
more difficult to recover debt
from benefit fraudsters and ab-
sent parents, the Scottish Par-
liament heard yesterday.

The Social Inclusion, Hous-
ing and Voluntary Sector Com-
mittee. was hearing evidence
about the Private Member's Bill
on the Abolition of Poindings
and Warrant Sales, being
brought by Scottish Socialist
Party MSP Tommy Sheridan.

Paul Gray, group director of

Department of Social Se-
curity (DSS), told the committee
his ‘department opposed lifting
the threat to remove a person’s
property to recover debt.

Mr Gray said between April
and October last year there were
25,000 cases in Scotland where
it was necessary for the DSS to
send a solicitor’s letter o re-
cover debl. and of those 9,000

el

with poinding and five did not
pay, but in only one of these
cases was it decided to proceed
with the action.

of Jews wiped out by Nazis

HISTORIAN David Irving yes-
terday denied that millions of
Jews were systematically killed
by the Nazis in concentration
camp gas chambers.

Mr Irving, the 62-year-old
author of Hitler's War and
Goebbels: Mastermind of the
Third Reich, told Mr Justice
Gray at the High Court in Lon-
don that the “gas chambers
Holocaust” was a big lie.

r Irving is suing Professor
Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin
Books for libel. Her book.
Denying the Holocaust: The
Growing Assault on Truth and
Memory, asserts he is a Holo-
caust denier.

e alleges an organised in-
temational endeavour to destroy
his career. Waves of hatred the
defendants have generated have
robbed him of financial security
for the future, he maintajns.

Prof Lipstadi, holder-of the
Dorot Chair in Modern Jewish
and Holocaust Studies al Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia,
and the publishers deny libel
and plead justification.

Giving evidence, Mr Irving,
of Duke Street. in London's
Mayfair, said that the defen-

dants would find it very difficult
to suggest that the systematic
extermination of the Jews was a
Third Reich decision. a Hitler
decision.

He was asked if he accepted
or denied there was any sy
tematic gassing of Jews in con
centration camps, at Auschwitz
or elsewhere

Mr Irving said: “If we can
leave out the word systematic |
do not deny that there was some
kind of gassing at Berkenau. It
is highly likely that there was.”

Cross-examined by Richard
Rampton, QC, Mr Irving said:
“Ideny the gas chambers. | deny
that the Germans killed millions
in gas chambers.” He also de-
nied that the killings were car-
ried out in purpose-built
establishments.

He said that a million people
weighed 100,000 tonnes. That
presented a major logistical
problem.

He added: “I'm denying that
any kind of multiple of millions
of people were killed in the gas
chambers at Berkenau."

Asked if he accepted that the
Nazis killed millions by violent
means and not just by disease,
overwork or starvation. Mr Irv-
ing said that he did.

He added: "Whether it was in
the order of millions or not, I
would hesitate 10 specify. Per-
ion million. Less than

He said that he had removed
the word Holocaust from the
second edition of his biography
of Hiller because it was im-
precise. “1 found it misleading.
offensive and untruthful
cause i’ too vague.” he said
The hearing continues.

Man ‘obsessed’ by Dando is quizzed

AUSTRALIAN detectives have taken a
statement from a man who is alleged to
have been an obsessed fan of TV pre-
senter Jill Dando and who left Britain
within days of her murder, it was re-

ported yest

the shooting of 37-year-old
west London, last April.

A Scotland Yard spokesman confirmed
that inquiries had been made by New
South Wales Police but underlined that

esterday.
The 29-year-old_businessman was
traced to Sydney following a request
from Scotland Yard officers investigating
Miss
on the doorstep of her home In Fulham,

Dando

senter.

there were no current plans for British
detectives to travel to Australia in con-
nection with the eight-month inquiry.

The man, who lived half a mile from
Miss Dando’s home in Gowan Avenue, ay.
Fulham, and is claimed to have developed
an obsession with the TV golden girl, left
Britain two weeks after the killing.

He is alleged to have plastered the
walls of his flat with_ pictures of Miss
Dando and sent a women he befriended
over the Internet sexually explicit e-mails
detailing his fantasies about the pre-

Detectives in Sydney were reported to

through

comment

Sydne

as re|

have spoken in recent days to the man,
who is a British citizen, after tracing him

immigration records. He is

thought to have arrived in Sydney in

New South Wales Police declined to

on the details of their in-

vestigation, but Scotland Yard confirmed
they had been in contact with their
counterparts in Sydney.

The man, who was not arrested in

ported to have sent his last

-mall about Miss Dando on April 26 last
year - the day she was killed with a single
shot to the head with a 9mm pistol.

ustry to
appoint independent
inspectors to investigate the
collapse of former minister

based
Mr Robinson (above) has a
16% stake — was forced to
callInthe receiversjust
before Christmas. I

‘accounts an £11.2million
claim against it from Ford
Motor Company. In a letter
to the Department of Trade
and Industry, shadow
secretary of state for trade
and industry Any

Browning said it was clear
massive accounting
irregularities had occurred
since 1996, when the claim
was first lodged and Mr
Robinson was still

o

Male worry

WOMEN and children are
more at home with modern
technology than men, a BT
survey found. While 21% of
men said they felt very
unconfident using modern
technology, just 8% of
women felt the same wa
Some 67% of 11- 10 16-ye
olds are completely confident

Meacher defence

ENVIRONMENT Minister
Michael Meacher yesterday
told the Commons select
committee for the
environment. transport and
regional affairs that there had
£0110 be an increase in the
supply of rural homes within
the financial reach of local
people. With homes in his
Oldham constituency, London
and the Cotswolds, he was
accused of hypocrisy at last
October's Labour Part
Conference. Yesterday, he
said his remarks had been
‘misrepresented by the media

Free entry

A CHARITY-run scheme to
allow children free access to
major ants and sporting events
was promoted yesterday by
Culture Secretary Chris
Smith. The New Generation
Audiences initiative offers
teachers the chance (o request
complimentary tickets to
shows and fixtures across
England via a special web
site




