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NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL NEWS

220 immigrants
feared drowned
AUSTRALIA: Up to 220 people
bidding to enter Australia illegally
are believed to have drowned
when their boat sank.

Immigration Minister Philip
Ruddock said today the sinking
had been widely discussed by
boat people held in detention
centres in Australia.

The apparent sinking came to
light when immigrants began
asking to phone home to tell
relatives they were not on the
missing boat.

“Suggestions are that a boat
with something of the order of
170 to 220 people may have
foundered en route to Australia,”
Ruddock said.

Dash for tickets
UK: Lottery bosses are expecting
a rush of ticket sales for
tonight's midweek draw when a
guaranteed £15m jackpot is up
for grabs.

This will be followed by a
further £20m guaranteed jackpot
this Saturday.

A spokeswoman for operator
Camelot said it was expected
that 90 per cent of sales of
tickets would take place in the
final hours leading up to the

draw.

PAKISTAN: Eleven people were
killed and 30 others injured
when gunmen opened fire on a
prayer meeting of Shiite Muslims
in Pakistan, police said today.

The attack, in Mulawali, 90
miles northwest of Islamabad,
saw at least four gunmen escape
after storming the prayer
meeting, police said.

Forced
CANARY ISLANDS: More than
one hundred s were

today stranded on the Canary
Island of Santa Maria after
engine failure forced their British
West Indian Airways plane to
fand

Among those on board the
stricken aircraft was a legal team
en route to conduct a Royal
Commission of inquiry into the
judiciary in Trinidad, headed by
former Lord Chancellor Lord
Mackay of Clashfern and
Geoffrey Robertson QC.

UK: Bank of England Governor
Eddie George has issued a stark
warning of the dangers for Britain
of joining the euro unless the
economic comditions were exactly
right.

He expressed “relief” Britain
had not signed up for the first
wave of monetary union last year
as it would have almost certainly
led to an inflationary boom as.
UK interest rates were slashed
0 euro-zone levels.

Kathy Morris had also sent
herself threatening letters, Pima
County sheriff's spokeswoman
Deanna Coultas said.

Morris told authorities she did
it to highlight the lack of security
at the school.

Investigation of weapons at murder suspects’ house

New tests in
ence case

Lawre

Lifeline
thrown to
rural post
offices

THE Treasury today
threw a lifeline to
struggling post offices
as a mass lobby of
postal workers headed

to Parliament.
P Trade Mi.!:iister Alan
lohnson said an
FORENSIC tests were being amendment would be
ried out today on a knife and metal tabled to the Postal
bar found at a two of L Senriliirceq Bmum
i ect c < ol ‘ming

the,, Sive e il subsidies would be

used

don, close to where Stephen Lawrence
died from stab wounds after being at-
tacked by a racist gang seven years ago.
The address was listed in the Lawrence
inquiry report as the home of suspects Jam-
ie and Neil Acourt in 1993. It now has new

occupants.

A police spokesman said the blade was
about the same size as a red-handled knife
shown during a recent television appeal for

more information.

Deputy Assistant Commissioner John
’s racial and
violent crime taskforce, said last night: “We

ow there are people out there who know
Stephen

Grieve, head

exactly what
Lawrence.

happened to

“Now is the time to come and speak to us.
It m“lzdﬂju?l prove to be the final piece of

the pt e."

Mr Grieve said that DNA tests were being
carried out on a yellow-lined jacket
knife found in Eltham soon after the

murder.

Three people were arrested and released
on bail in connection with the killing in

April 1993.

They were not among the five previously
the case - ie

identified as suspects in

and Neil Acourt, Gary Dobson, Luke Knight

and David Norris.

Neil Acourt, Luke Knight and Gary Dob-
son were formally acquitted of the murder
of Stephen four years ag when a private

e Lawrences col-

rosecution brought by

he case against Jamie Acourt and David
Norris was dropped before it reached
court.

" Timetable

and a

available to post offices
facing closure.

e ideas of
subsidies were first
proposed in the
Performance
Innovation Unit.

Its report is due to go
to Downing Street this
spring and includes
proposals to transform
sub-postmasters and
mistresses into “rural
consuls”.

Possible new services
include paying credit
card bills and
providing a collection
point for internet

shopping.
’l\x?ax a coachload of

tmasters from

ranches in Hull and
across the East Riding
were due to attend a
2,000-strong
demonstration in
London where a
petition signed by more
than three million
people was due to be
handed in to Downing
Street before
postmasters lobbied
their MPs.

Hull's rail
vandalism

hotspot

HULL's Hessle Road is
one of the worst areas

acco to Transport
Police, on the day i;n
major new campa

was launched to boost
rail safety.

They claim people
regularly risk their
lives by using tracks
as shortcuts and train

Stephens, of Hull's
British

Police, said: “Fatalities
will continue until
people n;-me the

regularly and it is
frightening for

pa -
“We 3: catch people

but often if it is a first

offence they will only
Blow to Monica receive a caution and
US: Weight-loss company Jenny 300,000 the next time it
! » o hve been in lacge “'?ﬁ L Ot
"M o l - 30, inignt ave benefited.” “Of those, some will be- it & haes|
4 s » . - 0 - 3 A -
officaal: not say SR - 4 ‘ h X Jacn B8 3
whether Lewinsky will appear in

future campaigns. She is being
by new ads featuring
chients.

KENT: A 10-yearold girl was
trapped under rubble when a car
plunged into her family's home
as she slept police said.

The girl, who has not been
named, was “shocked but
uninjured” after the BMW
crashed into the house on
Benover Road, Maidstone, Kent
at 6.02am.

TR

Exam stress investigated | E-mail

dssessments of seven-
be chianged if they

ployment Secretary David Blunkett
suggested today.

He said he would “seriously con
sider”™ changing the system if com
plaints that youngsters undertak
ing the assessments wepe experien-
Cing pressure were true.

The assessments were supposed

to take place under normal
classroom conditions, rather than
test conditions, he added.

Mr Blunkett told BBC Radio 4's
Today programme: “If we could
show that the assessment was actu
ally putting children at seven under
pressure and we gouldn’t organise
for teachers to be able to do it as
part ofthe normal class work, then
I would very -seriously consider
changing it.”

. M - - .
HISTORIAN David frving told today
how he had received hundreds of
supportive e-mails since a humiliat-
ing High Court libel defeat in which
he was branded a racist
“Over the last 24 hours or so since
the judgment came wout | have had
322 e-mails from all over the world
I was up to 4am reading through
them - from people who have read
my books and are saying ‘What on
| earth is going on here, Mr Irving?™

fans for

.The support came after his libel
action against Professor Deborah
Lipstadt and Penguin books ended
in the judge calling him an anti
semite. Mr Irving, 62, told BBCI1
Breakfast News that he faced finan
clal ruin.

But Professor Lipstadt«tald the
sdme . programme:  “You .have to
treat whatever he says with & tre
dous grain of salt and a tre
mendous question mark."”
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