4 NEWS

Wdnecd:

12 April 2000 THE SCOTSMAN

Humlhatlon for Holocaust sceptlc

JENNY BOOTH

THE right-wing historian David
Irving must have known it was a
tremendous gamble when he
opted to bring a libel case to
defend his good name as an
academic.

The libel courts have a habit
of ventilating embarrassing
facts that expose public figures
to further notoriety rather than
mend their reputations - as fig-
ures such as Neil Hamilton and
Jonathan Aitken have found to
their cost.

But not even Irving could
have predicted the extent of the
humiliation, the annihilation of
his academic credentials, or the
severity of Mr Justice Gray's
verdict.

On the face of it, it is hard to
see why Irving took such a risk.
when he was still seen as a
substantial scholar in England
and the US. Previously he had:™
contented himself with issuing
libel writs to gag his critics.

However, his views have
hardened over the years. He
has progressed from debating
the evidence in 1977 that Hitler-
ordered the Holocaust, to deny-
ing in 1988 that any Jews were
ever gassed at Auschwitz. Since

en his controversial career
has been moving inexorably
towards a showdown.

The turning point may have
been in 1997 when a German
court banned his further entry
to Germany, cutting him off
from the Nazi archives that are -
the primary source for his
claims. Later, Canada and Aus-
tralia, where he formerly car-
ried out lucrative lecture tours;
also barred him from entry.

‘Then his New York publisher
ditched his book on Goebbels.

Both decisions were calami-
tous for Irving. It was typical-
that he did not blame his own
actions or his overt support for
neo-Nazi causes, but a giant
Jewish conspiracy.

The battleground which Irv-
ing chose on which to challenge
this “global onslaught™ on him,
was a book by Deborah Lip-
stadt, an American expert on
the holocaust and on anti:
semitism, published by Penguin
books.

Lipstadt, 51, is a very dif-
ferent character from [rving

Born in New York of a German
Jewish father and a Canadian
mother, she has spentall her H{a
in academia,

Jerusalem and Los Angeles.

She is now the Dorot pro-
fessor of modern Jewish and
Holocaust studies at Emory
University in Atlanta,

Irving is an academic rough
diamond, who dropped out of
university in London without
finishing his d¢ , and is at-
tached to no educational cam-

us.

Unfit for national service, he
chose to work in a steel factory
on the Ruhr. There, he made
friends and developed the ideas
for his first book on wartime
history, about the 1945 Allied
bombing of Dresden. Like his
19 further books, it was a con-
troversial success, presenting a
meticulously researched and
persuasive account sympa-
thetic to the Nazi cause.

Probably his main work s the
1977 history Hitler’s War, a ha-
giography  in  which he
expounds his theory that Hitler
did not order the extermination
of the Jews.

At the same time as writing
and researching his books, Irv-
ing was active on the right-
lecture circuit, happy to share a
platform with people of neo-

. Nazi credentials.

Irving has attracted enor-
mous criticism for his views,
including describing  Anne
Frank's diary as a fake, md
backing the . discredited *“re-
search” by Fred Leuchter which
claimed fo prove scientifically
that the Auschwitz gas cham-
bers were not used for mass-
murder.

But even his enemies had to
admit that - unlike other right-
wing propagandists - his books
have academic merit. His en-
thusiasm for Nazi paperwork
has led him'to uncover and
gauge the historical importance
of many key documents moul-
dering away in archives.

In Denying The Holocaust
Lipstadt says this is what makes
him one of the most dangerous
Holocaust sceptics, because he
was so well-read, and well-
versed in presenting plausible

Professor Deborah Lipstadt and Holocaust survivor Martin Hecht after the verdict branding Irving a ‘holocaust denier’.

head above the parapet and
confront the arguments of Holo-
caust deniers head on, instead
of just ignoring them.

Given Irving’s litigious rep-
utation, it was a brave move to
describe him as “a Hitler par-
tisan who wears blinkers and
skews documents and miSrep-
resents data in order to reach
historically untenable conclu-
sions, specifically - thosé that
exonerate Hitler".

Maybe this was why Irving
decided to take her on. Itis a
gamble that has not paid off

The evidence that emerged
both confirmed the planned

genocide of the Jews and ex-
posed Irving's doeply unattrac-
tive beliefs.

propaganda’
Lipstadt was the first in the
Jewish to put her

Young Jews huddle behind the barbed wire fencing at
Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland in 1945

‘This man

ERNEST Levy remembers only
too well the horror of

caust. As with other survivors
of concentration camps, it is
extremely important to. him
that people know the truth. I it
is not forgotten, then maybe it
wm never happen again, he

believes.

He told his two children
about his time in Auschwitz,

beyond his comprehe

“I was in Auschwitz when |
was 19 and | just made itand no
more after a full year in the

We now know that he told a
rally of the white supremacist
National Alliance in the US that
Nazi  deal camps were
“baloney”, a -legend, - slave
labour camps where many died
but no-one was deliberately ex-
terminated.

He went on: “There are so
mnnv Auschwitz survivors go-
ing around, in fact the number
increases as the years go past,

which is biologically very, very "

odd to say the least.

“I'm_going to form an, as-
sociation of Auschwitz Sur-
wvivors, Survivors of the Holo-
caust and Other_ Liars, or. the
ASSHOLs."

Defending his provocative
statements, Irving was forced in

should have spent five minutes in Auschwitz’

Ernest Levy: Lost half his
family in Nazi atrocities

camp, and had to be nursed
back to life from zero,” said Mr

Levy.

“Can you imagine how I feel
when people come along and
try-to distort history? | was
there, I know what happened, |
saw it from so close.”

court into explanations that-’

seemed tortured and evasive.

Although the author of a bi-
ography of Goebbels, Irving also
claimed he “had not read” key

passages in Goebbels's diaries
relating to the Holocaust - even
though the book was in his
library and he had discussed it
in public.

He presented and then had
partially to retract arguments’
that the gas chambers them-
selves were not used to kill
Jews, merely.to de-louse them.

He discounted a confession
by a death camp deputy com-
mander, claiming it was ob-
tained under duress.

When the Israeli government
mnkAdnlf[ichmann'sm?mmrs

Mr Levy, who retired as can-
tor at Giffnock Synagogue, in
Glasgow, ten years ago, gml-
ed with reliel the that

David Irving, the 3
failed to win his court action.
was with troubled

wife Kathy, a Belsen camp sur-
vivor. The couple, both 75, say
the distortion of the truth is
particularly hard to under-
stand while there are still so
many survivors alive.

when peoplt deny what hlp
pened. Can you imagine how
upsetting it is?" he asked.
“This man should have spent”
five minutes in Auschwitz,
where you couldn't breathe for
the stench of burning human

As a Hungarian Jew, Mr Levy

“It is salt in our wounds

out of a locked safe for the first
time since the architect of the
Holocaust was hanged, and
made them available to the libel
trial, lrving did not have time to
read

\‘Vhen Lmu do “have umel
look for the word “gaseinlage®,”
suggested Ms Lipstadt's barris-
ter, Richard Rampton QC.

“Yes. Gassing camps.

In his defence, Irving said he
was: not aware of the white
supremacist nature of the Na-
tional Alliance, even though he
spoke at their rallies many
times. When questions became
too difficult, at times he resorted
to silence. -

In_ the relentless - focus on
Irving's beliefs, it was easy to

was among lhe last to; suffer
the consequences of Nazi death
camps. Wrested from his family
in Budapest in April 1944, he
was sent (0 Auschwitz.

Later, during a short trans-
fer to Belsen, he spotted the
woman who would one day be-
come his wife. “I remember
seeing my wife in Belsen, but
she does not remember seeing
me because | was just a skele-
ton who didn't look like a hu-
man being,” he recalled.

It was in Belsen, where he
was close to death from typhoid
and starvation, that he was lib-
erated.

By then he had already lost
his “wonderful” father in
Buchenwald, as well as his sis-
ter. brother-in-law and their

entire family in Auschwitz. He'

also lost a brother, who was
shot by Hungarian fascists af-
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forget that it was actually Lip-
stadt’s book which was on trial.
Increasingly it seemed that was
Irving himself.

The verdict was unequivo-
cal.
- “Irving has for his own ide-
ological reasons persistently
and deliberately misrepre-
isented and manipulated histor-
ical evidence,” said Mr Justice
Gray. “For the same reasons he
has  portrayed lhder in an

le li

welcome
the court
decision

MATT REES
In Jerusalem

ISRAELIS welcomed the court
decision yesterda, 1 arguing that
itfinally shattered any veneer of
respectability attached to the
work of historians who deny the
enormity of Hitler's death
‘machine.

Others, however, noted that
Holocaust denial is widespread
in the Arab world and the ver-
dict of a London court would
probahly have little effect there.

“It is a historic decision
which shows that Irving's po-
sition is a lie,” said Avraham
Avi-Hai, a member of the World
Zionist Orgnmsaunn 's executive
board. “It is very sad to reflect
that the suffering and pain of so
many Holocaust survivors could
be questioned by somabody
with the temerity of Irving.”

Holocaust organisations in
Israel had never gone as far as
some Western experts, who ar-
gued that the facts of the Holo-
caust were on trial in London.
Yad Vashem, the Jerusalem
memorial and Holocaust study
centre, sent documents from its
library to back Deborah Lip-
stadt’s case.

Yad Vashem said in a state-
ment that the verdict would
help in Israel’s continuing at-
tempt to educate people around
the world on the sheer scope of
the Holocaust. “The issue is not
of Irving's right to say or not to

«.say ridiculous things, but that

people understand- that the

g it

He is an active Holocansl
denier ... he is anti-Semitic and
racistand ... he associates with
right-wing extremists wl ho pro-

* “mote neo-Nazism."

jbmlh@smlsman. com -

ter belng forced to dig his own

B 1962, Mr Levy escaped

. from behind me Iron Curtain

where he

IN GERMANY, the teaching of
the Holocaust is compulsory,
while Holocaust denial is also
taught as a subject to warn
youngsters of the dangers of
accepting alternative history
espoused by the likes of David
Irving. But in Britain concerns
remain that there is still a

high level of ignorance among
youngsters. Jim Murphy, the

of the Parliamentary
Council Against Anti-
Semitism, said last night that
the teaching of the Holocaust
remained inadequate,

i in Scotland.

and T

had a relative, and where, °

amazingly, he met his wife, who
also had family in Scotland. “It
was fantastic. She didn't re-
member me, but | km her,”
said Mr Levy.

“After being so close to~

death, | just made it and no
more, but I'm still here to tell

" the tale. But many more didn't

‘make it, which is why it is hard
when someone comes along
and says it never happened.
“Itis a great relief to all of us
that the situation is now
cleared up. We found it really
upsetting. Thank God we are
still Mm to put forward the
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NOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL DIGITAL RADIO
MULTIPLEX SERVICE LICENCE

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

The Radio Authority invites applications for a licence to provide a loal
digital radio multiplex service, to transmit a range of programme and other
services on the VHF centre-frequency of 222.064 MHz (Frequency Block
11D). This licence is advertised under the provisions of the Broadcasting
Act 1996, and will be granted initially for a period of twelve years. Itis
offered for a service covering the Central Scotland region (including the
cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, and the areas around and between
them), as defined in the Authority’s coverage brief for this licence.

In pursuance of a direction under section 49 of the 1996 Act,
capacity of 128 Kkbits/sec is reserved on a net basis to the BBC for
broadcasting in digital form of its Gaelic service for Scotland, BBC
Nan Gaidheal. Remaining capacity may accommodate, a

, ancillary and additional services, the number and

programme,
which are for applicants to propose.
Notes of for appl details of the

requutdmmapphamwsalmwuhauwmgehid
specifications for this licence, nuybeohuhed.onwmmnqwﬂ,

the Director of Devel

The Radio

Great Queen Street, London, WC2B 5DG.

2000.

to the address above.

Theclosmgdatefnrﬂwmbm]mno{npplmbmexhy, 15
th offices in

must be dell d to the

by 2.00 p.m. on that date. Amn—mﬁmbﬂewhdﬂ

must accompany each application.

The Authority welcomes views from the public on the services
from digital radio in Central Scotland, and in due course up
mopoalsputforwmbynppuamhﬁwmw
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ideas of Irving and’his ilk are
based on a political, neo-Nazi
ideology and do not represent
any form of historical truth.”
_Israel’s go\‘emmenl did not
take a public position on the
case, but it did release the diary
of Adolf Eichmann, the chief
bureaucrat of Hitler's final so-
lution who was tried and
hanged in Israel in 1962. Israel
had previously kept Eichmann’s
jail journal secret, because it did
riot want to be seen to be letting
the Nazi have his say. But the
country's attorney-general de-
cided in February to release the
diary, so that Ms Lipstadt's de-
fence could use it to show Hitler
knew the details of the con-
centration camp operations.
“The decision of the court
favours the view that the his-
torical facts ing the

Korherr Report puts number
01 Jewish losses at this point at

i 2,454,000

Summer, 1944
Auschwitz-Birkenau records its

| highest daily amber of persons
: gassed and

ind burned at more than

. 9,000. The last ghetto in Poland,
Lodz,

, s liquidated and its
5,000 Jews sent to
Auschwitz.

of t
and concentration camps by the |
Nazs. |

7 May, 1945
After Hitlers suicide a week
earlier, the German surrende is
signed

1946
ngl-Amercan Commisien pus
total Jewish Holocaust losses at
5,721,500
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ANALYSIS

JOHN ERICKSON

hence the first “gas-vans”. The
command: “Jews and Commis-

which seems as fatuous as it is
mmla but that he hu con
perience vihlch had mfound
significance and which, as yet,
has not been

mmmbum'tom-

A case of ‘forens1c madness

ies; Making Victims: Germans,
Jews and the Holocaust, pub-
lished in the American Histor-
ical Review (June 1998) he in-
sists the Holocaust is “an event
which defies conventional ex-

planations” but not only that, it
Is an event which has been “ap-

t

Connq\:h& "‘:ul::z:l
e Hol

been m:{ “to justify the

Holocaust should not be viewed
from the specific point of view of
@ group which wants to pro-
mulgate its own racist politics,”
said an Israeli government of-
ficial. “The court showed that
the Holocaust should be ap-
proached from a moral point of
view, so that the correct lessons
can be learnt for future
generations.”

Holocaust denial is alive and
well in the Arab world, thor
‘Two weeks ago, the top Mus| m
cleric in Jerusalem said the
number of Jews who died at the
hands of the Nazis was much
lower than six million and that
lsnel euggemwd it for polit-

cal gain. Two months ago, a
Synan government newsplper
made the same assertions an
added that Israel had played u
Nazi role in the Middle East.
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