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COMMENT

HE life sentence imposed on
Norfolk farmer Tony Martin for
shooting a young burglar who
broke into his isolated home
has sparked a massive debate
on the right of homeowners to defend
their property.
The case brings the question of rural
crime into sharp focus, especially in
counties like Flintshire where there are
many off-the-beaten-track farmhouses.
Many country dwellers feel vulnerable,
living miles from the nearest police
station. So it is almost inevitable they
will take measures to protect
themselves and their families in the
event of intruders breaking in.
The question is how much force are they
allowed to use to defend themselves
and their loved ones.
Tory leader William Hague insists the
rights of the individual to repel burglars
must be strengthened and promises
legislation if he wins the next election.
Out-of-town folk who feel vulnerable in
their own homes will welcome the way
the spotlight has fallen on the issue of
rural crime.
There is great sympathy for Tony Martin,
who is now preparing an appeal.
The wave of public sympathy which
followed his conviction has left many
people with a sense of unease about the
present state of the law.
1t will be up to the appeal court to rule
on Mr Martin's fate, but it will be left to
politicians to judge the mood of the
nation on the sensitive issue of the
rights of individuals to defend their
home and property.

AMAZED: The Rev James Thompson

Car park fiasco is
" nsult to motorists

THE utter meanness of
Flintshire County Council
over Holywell car parks
never ceases (0 amaze me
Little over a month ago a lady so-
licitor from Mold received a £20
fine because she moved hor car
from one of the town'’s council-run
car parks to another off the same
high street

She was tld she would not be ex
cused as the ticket was not trans
ferable. Consequently she has af
firmed that it will be a long time
before she shops again in Holywell
Can you blame her when parking

-

is free in other towns T
local shopping?

Now this week | learn of
teacher from Connah's Oy

has been similarly insulted
She parked outside Hal

Leisure Centre after ha

quired her ticket from the low

car park adjacent and
also with a £20 fline
The ticket for the I
was, presumably. not ac
for the sports area. Y
run by the same crazy
I use
want (o giv i
benefit of the doubt. | &

The Rev JAMES THOMPSON
Fron Park Road

Theatre still lacks suitable commercial manager

WHAT a relief to know that the
future of Clwyd Theatr Cymru is
safe.

I must however confess that |
would be even more convinced if
Terry Hands waved goodbye to
Flintshire and Keith MeDonogh and
Margaret Hanson removed their

blinkers and appointed someone (o
manage the theatre on a commercial
basis.

Alittle time spent in the real world
outside the cloistered walls of
County Hall may do them some good.

The fatuous comment that th
will be no major productions during

the summer m
of air condit,

rs beliel

of the ginvernors
theatre opened

during the summer in (
Hopkins Theatre wateh,
films without air condi

nths because of lack
beg

hould ¢
requesting financial he

theatres in South Wales

Perhaps they

manage (o run their establishments
oling and
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Open debate needed on
Irving’s historical beliefs

| ON April 11 David Irving lost his

High Court libel case against Pro
fessor Deborah Lipsta

Join Mencap challenge
for a ride of a lifetime

v 400km cyclo ride through
prove your fitnes Himalayas 1o the
ple then 1 have the p

yetin the face of th
pect us, the readers
them in their de

and his works

Itis one thing (o by
rant of the history
World War and sti
ing, but the wilful
views that are not of
not 1o one's liking,

The media

) o a physical chal
and will help raise vital funds for
ple with learning disabilitios  live

The major national newspapers lives:

claim Irving is racist, dangerous.
oven a lion of neo-Nazism - The
FExpress, April 12 - and that his
assertions about the Holocaust
are racist lies

need to do is pay a £200 rog
nd minimum sponsor
rement and then flights
ommodation are covered
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This may or may not be the case
but astonishingly, they never say
where and why he is so incorrect
in his texts and speeches

Neither is there any open forum
debate with Irving himself. And

her details on Mencap’s In
| Challenge Events tele
) or to
ite 1o Cycle Costa Rica
. FREEPOST. London 1€
formed of the
within the Irving-1

Humour is no
substitute for
real politics

CONGRATULATIONS to John Ellis (Chronicle
letters, April 20) on both his grasp of British
history and gift for creative fiction

1is tongue-in-cheek response to a serious point
employs the popular New Labour method of
avoiding the message and attacking the messengor

Whatever the composition of the Upper Chamber
in Parliament. it has a vital constitutional role to
play as a check and balance on the executive which
must not be neutralised if our parliamentary
democracy and froedom under the law is to
continue in the future

1t s thereforo vital that Tony Blair now moves on
1o full second st m of the House of Lords
with a strong clected element - a requirement
which not surprisingly his own proposals rejoct
because it would give the House of Lords
legitimacy to challenge his own world plan
Conservatism is about a dislike of extromos and
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Strange weather
reports required

1AM making a climate change documentary about
the effects of global warming on Britain and would
® 10 hear about any experiences your readers
ay have had with regards to unseasonal weather
ly springs, excoptionally warm winter days
val of strange insects and birds, and
extreme weather events such as fooding, drought
storms and coastal erosion.

What are their feelings about climate change? |
am also keen o learn about the existence of any
relevant video clips or photographs that might exist
and whether or not they would be prepared to be
interviewed. The address to write to is below

NEIL GOODWIN
14a liffe

HOOLE ROAD

ROAD
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